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of the negotiations still pending for the preservation of peace,
that these preparations should be carried on in the least
open and least provocative manner. The Minister of War,
on his part, expressing the same idea, told Count Ignatiev
[Russian Military Attache in Paris] that we could declare
that, in the higher interests of peace, we were willing to
slow down temporarily our mobilization measures, which
would not hinder us from continuing and even'strengthening
our military preparations, while refraining, as much as possi-
ble, from the transportation of masses of troops,'
From these two telegrams from Paris to St. Petersburg,
it appears that the French Government was anxious that
Russia should not precipate a European war, but should
still continue measures in preparation for it, since it ap-
peared inevitable* Poincare must also have been aware
that his renewal of the promise of full French support was
likely to encourage Russia to defy Germany, and so. lead
to war. He did not wish to seem to interfere in Russian
mobilization measures. Nevertheless, for diplomatic rea-
sons, he did not want France or her ally to take any open
and provocative military measures, which might seem -
aggressive, or might give Germany a pretext for mobiliz-
ing or—most important of all—which might make an un-
desirable impression on England and Italy. Apparently
convinced that war was now inevitable,8 and remembering
the French mistake of being the formal aggressor in 1870,
TIzvolski to Sazonov, tg. no. 210, July 30; M.F.R., p. 521; L.N,, II
290. C/. also Poincare, IV, 386 f. This idea of strengthening military
preparations but avoiding the appearance of doing so by refraining from
troop movements en masse or by special trains, was immediately adopted
by Messimy himself for the French corps near the German frontier,
as will be seen in a moment in connection with the "10-kilometer with-
drawal."
8 Of. Bertio to Grey, July BO (B.D., 320): "The Spanish Ambassador
says that the President of the Republic told a friend this morning that
he considers war inevitable/' This conviction would be natural in view
of Sazonov's telegram and of the reports which the highly suspicious
French Ambassador in Berlin had been pouring into Paris (c/. F
30, 36, 41-43, 47, 67, 73, 74, 92; and Poincare, IV, 319 ff., 349, 414 flX

